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FROM THE PASTOR: 

     How Grace Can Transform You  

And Our Church 
 

My favorite illustration of Grace is a scene from Les  

Miserables, Victor Hugo’s timeless tale about a peasant 

who is sentenced to hard labor for stealing a loaf of 

bread.  Released from jail, Jean Valjean is offered brief sanctuary in 

the home of a priest.  Despite being treated with dignity for the 

first time in years, Valjean steals the priest’s valuable silverware.  

To make matters worse, Valjean is caught in the act by the clergy-

man, but he escapes by beating the priest. 

The next day, Valjean is brought back to the priest’s home by the 

police, who laughingly say, “This man claims you gave him this 

silver.”  The priest immediately replies, “Why yes!  There you are, 

my friend!  You left so quickly that you forgot to take the candela-

bras that I gave you also.”  He disappears into his house and re-

turns with silver candelabras.  As he hands them to Valjean, he 

whispers, “Don’t forget what your freedom has cost me.  Now live 

your life accordingly.” 

This is a Christ like moment and one that shows the tremendous 

cost of grace, both for the giver and the receiver.  Valjean goes on 

to live a life of grace, supporting the poor and adopting a young 

orphan who he must ransom out of servanthood. 

Of course, this is an analogy of what Christ has done for us.  

“Don’t forget what your freedom has cost your Lord.  Live your life 

accordingly.”  Grace is free, flowing, and unencumbered by guilt, 

shame or fear.  True grace, God, simply states, “I know all about 

you, and I still love and accept you beyond your understanding.  

Grace has the potential to change us inside to the point we will 

never be the same.  We can be so much more. 

Let Grace Transform You And Our Church. 

Blessings, Rev. Lonny 
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Worship Opportunities 

8:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Service 

 

9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Traditional Service 
 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Reformed United Church of 

Christ exists as a family of the Body of 

Christ:   To proclaim the gospel of the 

risen Lord, to celebrate the glorious 

works of God in worship, to love and 

uphold one another in the joys and 

trials of life, to build unity, to find 

meaning and purpose, to bind in fel-

lowship the community of faith, and 

to nurture all people towards being 

faithful witnesses in word, example, 

and service. 
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“Just as you did it to one of the least of these who 

are members of my family, you did it to 

me.”  (Matthew 25:40) 

 

9:00 a.m.    Breakfast and Devotions 

9:30 a.m.   Work Projects to begin 

12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.  Lunch 

2:30 p.m.   Completion of Projects 

 

PROJECTS INCLUDE:  yard work, work on a home for  

Habitat for Humanity, ECCCM (shelving food and  

organizing shelves), shut-in visitation, Corner Table 

(bagging lunches and distributing hygiene kits),  

collecting shoes for “Soles for Souls,” etc. 

Saturday, May 5 

9:00 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

Friday, May 11—Saturday, May 12 

 

The spring plant sale will be May 11-12.  The times will be 

Friday, May 11 from 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. and Saturday, 

May 12 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  We will have a variety 

of flowers (annuals and perennials), hanging baskets and 

veggies.  Let’s plan to buy plants for Mother’s Day! 

Mother’s 

Day 

Luncheon 

Sunday, May 13 

 

The Men’s Brotherhood will once again honor our mothers 

with a luncheon after the service on May 13.  Please join us 

for this time of fellowship! 

Project  

InAsMuch 

Spring 

Plant Sale 
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Sunday, May 27 

Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offering within the United 

Church of Christ, grows the UCC’s future by: 

 Funding new church starts and invigorating existing  

      congregations 

 Nurturing lay and pastoral leadership 

 Building youth and young adult ministries 

 Supporting the God is Stillspeaking Ministry and its extrava-

gant welcome for all within the United Church of Christ.   

 

All gifts are directed to activities and programs of your church’s 

local conference as well as the UCC’s national ministries. 

 

 

 

As you prepare for the Memorial Day weekend, don’t forget our 

soldiers who died while in the military serving our country. 

 

Sunday, June 3 

Our Graduates’ Recognition (For both high school and college  

students) is Sunday, June 3 during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  

Lunch at El Paso for graduates and parents after the service.   

Strengthen the 

Church Special 

Mission  

Offering 

Graduate 

Recognition 

Friday, May 18 

There will be a Sunday School Picnic for all Adult Sunday School 

classes on Friday, May 18 at Claremont Park in downtown  

Claremont.  Please meet at 6:00 p.m. and we plan to eat at 6:30 

p.m.  Kids and youth are welcome to accompany you that  

evening.  Please notify the church office or Rev. Peggy by May 13 

if you are planning on attending.  We need to know the numbers 

to adequately plan for food. 

 

(This is our hamburger/hotdog cookout for the winners of the 

High Attendance Day and classes with the most visitors!) 

Sunday School 

Picnic at 

Claremont 

Park 

Memorial Day 

Weekend 
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Singles 

Supper  

Bunch 

Youth 

KIDZ 

ATTENTION LADIES! The book study, “When the Game is Over, It All Goes Back in the Box” by John Ortberg, has 

been postponed until the Fall. 

Saturday, May 5…… 

Youth work at Project InAsMuch 

   

Sunday, May 6 …… 

1st Sunday Supper 

  

Sunday, May 20…… 

4:30 p.m.—Youth Snack Meal Followed by a youth activity 
   

Sunday, June 3 …... 

Year End Bash—watch for more details 

 

 

Friday, May 4…….. 

Bisque n’ Beads—Meet at the church at 4:00 p.m. to go to CiCi’s Pizza and 

Bisque n’ Beads.  Parents will need to pick up children at 7:30 p.m.  The cost 

is $10 per child. 

 

 
Monday, May 7…….. 

Pot Luck Supper and Game Night—meet at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Thursday, May 10….. 

Mama Zoe’s (Seafood) in Wilkesboro Meet at 4:30 p.m. at  

Trinity Church 

 
 

 

Thursday, May 24….. 

Olive Garden (Italian) in Hickory—Meet at 4:30 p.m. at  

Trinity Church 

 

 

 

Thursday, May 3….. 

Dolly Parton’s “9 to 5” Musical Play at Barter Theatre—meet at 8:45 a.m. 

to see Dolly Parton’s Grammy-nominated score direct from Broadway!  This musical 

comedy is full of laughter and side-splitting Southern sass!   

 

Tuesday, June 12….. 

Hamburger / Hot Dog Cookout and Ice Cream Fellowship   

11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Good  

Timers 



 

 

 

 

Our 2012 Graduating Class 

   Davis Griffin    William Sandel 

   Sullivan Herbert    Emma Shepherd 

   Addyson Lingle    Leah Stewart 

   Jake McNeely    Joseph Wall 

   Landyn Morris    Taryn Wilson 

   Cayden Naylor    Lindsey York 

   Ian Parsons 

God Bless you Always! 
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Age:  3—grades 5 

Date:  July 29—August 1 

Supper:  5:30 p.m. 

VBS Sessions:  6:15 p.m.—8:15 p.m. 

Please mark your 

calendars! 

 

Trinity’s 2012  

Vacation Bible 

School 

 

The  

Children’s 

School 

 

 

 

Can you believe it?  It seems like only yesterday that we 

heard the laughter of the children as they entered the pre-

school.  What a wonderful sound to hear each day!  And 

what a fabulous year we’ve had together.  Watching the 

children learn and grow has been such a privilege!   

 

We are excited about our summer session!  Just think 

more laughter, songs, discovers and new friends to get to 

know.  Each week will bring a new topic to explore.  We 

will be saying “see you later” to some fantastic friends in 

Mrs. Alicia’s and Mrs. Becky’s pre-k class.  Good-bye is 

much too hard to say!  What a great group of children and 

parents!  We will miss you so much!  Graduation will be 

held on June 4 at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  A very  

special reception will follow in the fellowship hall for the 

students and their families.  All church members are  

invited to attend the graduation!  The reception though is 

only for the children and their families.  We’d love to have 

you celebrate our 10th! 
 

Classroom newsflash-Mrs. Alicia (our wonderful 4-5 

year old teacher) is not eating too much!  She has a  

beautiful baby belly!  We are all so excited for her!  Baby 

is due in October.  So, you know what that means!  She 

will be spending next year at home being just a mommy.  

She will be missed so very much by us all.   But, no to 

worry!  Our new teacher will be as loving and qualified 

as Mrs. Alicia!  I am working diligently on a plan for 

next year and will let you know as soon as I can!  Ms. 

Becky will still by upstairs and I promise you a great 

year!!! 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to spend time with these 

children and hopefully make a positive difference in their 

marvelous lives! 
 

God’s Blessing to you! 

Peace to us all! 

Cathy 

Tamara, Sharon, Pam, Chantae, Teena, Tammy, Jodie, 

Alicia and Becky 
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SPECIAL THANKS 
Special thanks to all who assisted in our High  

Attendance Day in Sunday School--we had 102 

persons present in Sunday School!!!  Our 

adult classes really worked hard in encouraging 

folks to attend--The Young Adults Class (taught by 

Tommy Simmons) had 17 visitors; the Seekers Class 

(taught by Don Patrick, Donna  

Barringer, Richard Bowers, & Patsy Wells) had 10  

visitors, and the Pioneers Class ( taught by Shuford 

Abernethy & Terra West) had 3 visitors.  The Pre-K 

through grade 1 Class (taught by Vickie Trotter & 

Tammy Maske)  had perfect attendance --  

Congratulations!!!  Let's continue to invite others to 

join us for Bible study and worship---sometimes, folks 

are just waiting on a personal invitation!   

Reminders 

Tuesday, May 1 

Women’s Morning Mission 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday, May 6 

Brotherhood 
 

Sunday, May 6 

1st Sunday Activities 
 

Sunday, May 6 

Consistory 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, May 20 

Confirmation Practice from  

11:45 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, May 27 

Confirmation Sunday Upcoming Events 

 

HAPPY  

ANNIVERSARY  

TO THESE COUPLES  

MARRIED IN MAY 

 
04-DAVID AND GINA SETZER (1191) 

05-RAY AND PEGGY HOLLIS (1951) 

05-ALLEN AND LIBBY OVERCASH (2007) 

14-PAUL AND LULA TOWERY (1951) 

20-G.W. AND MARTHA NULL (1972) 

23-ERIC AND AMY ADCOX (2009) 

26-PAUL AND ALMA BARRINGER (1951) 

26-KEM AND TINA LAWING (2007) 

26-GREG AND CAROLYN REITZEL (1990) 

31-TOM AND JANE HAMILTON (1955) 

31-CHECK AND MARILY MILLS (1983) 

Sunday, June 3 

Graduate Sunday 
 

Sunday, June 10 

1st Sunday Activities 
 

Tuesday, June 12 

Good Timers:  Hamburger/Hotdog 

Cook Out and Ice Cream Fellowship 
11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, June 20 

Blood Drive 
3:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 

 

Friday, June 22—Friday, June 29 

Youth Mission Trip 
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WORSHIP IN MAY 
 

May 6   Fifth Sunday of Easter 

    Sacrament of Holy Communion 

                         Lay Reader:  Alex Winters 

    Rev. Lonny McSherley preaching

    Text 1:  John 15:1-8 

    Text 2:  Psalm 22:25-31 

                         Sermon:  “True Vine—True Branches” 

   

May 13    Sixth Sunday of Easter 

     Lay Reader:  Linda Hill 

                 Rev. Lonny McSherley preaching 

     Text 1:    John 15:9-17 

     Text 2:   Psalm 98 

                          Sermon:  “For The Love God Has 

Given—Love” 

 

May 20   Seventh Sunday of Easter 

     Lay Reader:  Dawn Wilson 

     Rev. Lonny McSherley preaching

     Text 1:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

     Text 2:  Psalm 1 

                          Sermon:  “Resurrection of the Bones” 

            

May 27     Pentecost Sunday 

    Lay Reader:  Bob Parker 

    Rev. Lonny McSherley preaching 

    Text 1:  Acts 2:1-21 

    Text 2:  Romans 8:22-27 

     Sermon:  “Flames of the Spirit” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

 

  

 

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE -  

MAY 
Flower Calendar 

06-John & Judy Edwards 

13-Kathy Winters 

20-RJ York 

27- 

 

Nursery Attendants 

06-SS-Dawn Wilson      Worship-Lisa Herman 

13-SS-Patricia Inman      Worship-Jayne Abernethy 

20-SS-Jennifer Lingle      Worship-Patsy Wells 

27-SS-Addie McSherley   Worship-Stacey Helton 

 
 

Acolyte for 10:30 Service 

Tess Bradshaw 
 

Cross Bearer for 10:30 Service 

Jennifer Lingle 

 

Ushers 

Team  
                                              

 

Lay Readers  

06-Alex Winters 

13-Linda Hill 

20-Dawn Wilson 

27-Bob Parker 
 

Fellowship Tea 

Pioneer Sunday School Class 

                

   Elders of the Month 

Hamp Shuford and Steve Thomas 
 

 

OUR RECORD FOR APRIL 

                Worship SS      Offering 

April 1 204  60  $7,786.00  

April 8 276  102  $4,431.00 

April 15 157  60  $5,521.81 

April 22 147  58  $3,672.00 

April 29              194 60 $3,129.50 

 

TOTAL               978  340      $24,540.31         



 

 

 

Trinity Church Has Two  

Worship Opportunities  

Each Sunday! 

8:30 a.m. - Contemporary  
Worship (Fellowship Hall 

Sanctuary) 
 

10:30 a.m. - Traditional     
Worship (Traditional  

Sanctuary) 
 

Sunday School is at 9:30 a.m. 
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May Birthdays 

01-Quincey Spain 

01-Ardell Stewart 

02-Marsha Davis 

02-Lauren Lail 

02-Hampton Schell 

02-Steve Thomas 

04-Jayne Abernethy 

05-Caleb Eckard 

07-Dawn Kilby 

08-Charlene Hendrix 

08-Pauline Pope 

08-Debbie Rockette 

11-Peggy Price 

11-Bill Stoner 

12-Alicia Deal 

13-Naomi Smith 

 

14-Dot Houston 

15-Jaedyn Lamp 

16-Vae Hamilton 

17-Anna Abernethy 

17-Dale Ward 

17-Monica Deal Wise 

18-Tony Wells 

19-Rev. Van Grimes 

23-Autumn Hight 

25-Linda Hill 

25-Dell Sigmon 

26-Hamp Shuford III 

28-Jane Hamilton 

28-Jillian Helton 

28-Dan Timmerman, Jr. 


